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I will argue that future science may achieve all the promises of religion, 
including benevolent gods and resurrection, and that a worldview 
informed by this possibility offers the same mental benefits of religion, 
while at the same time being based on and fully compatible with 
science.  



Unicorns are sweet and I want to believe in them, because believing in 
unicorns makes me a happier and better person 

There may be unicorns on other planets  
We can create unicorns with biotechnology, robotics, or VR  

  

There is no evidence of unicorns on this planet  



Rationalist futurists differ markedly among themselves in their 
attitudes towards movements that promote religion, spirituality, and 

faith 

 
 
Should rational futurists ignore, sidestep, oppose, imitate, collaborate 
with, reason with, or seek to merge with or transform those 
movements? 
 
I promote a “Cosmist Third Way”, a synthesis of rationalist futurism 
and religion. 
 
Are there elements of religion, spirituality, and faith which can (and 
perhaps should) usefully be combined into futurist, techno-progressive, 
and transhumanist projects? 
 
YES: aspiration to transcendence, sense of wonder, sense of meaning, 
sense of purpose and “Manifest Destiny”, hope, happiness, positive 
thinking. 
 
 



Inspiring quotes 

Any sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic 
Arthur C. Clarke 
 
It’s highly plausible that in the universe there are God-like creatures 
Richard Dawkins 
 
It doesn't matter if a cat is black or white, so long as it catches mice 
Deng Xiaoping 
 
Belief creates the actual fact 
William James 
 
There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, 
Than are dreamt of in your philosophy 
William Shakespeare 
 
It may be that our role on this planet is not to worship God, but to create him 
Arthur C. Clarke 

 
 



Any sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic 
Arthur C. Clarke 

 
 

Clarke’s Third Law: Our technology would seem magic to the contemporaries of Galileo. The 
technology of our descendants, or super-advanced alien civilizations, would seem magic to us. 



Any sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic 
Arthur C. Clarke 

 
 
We will develop spacetime engineering and scientific "future magic" 
much beyond our current understanding and imagination. 

 

Spacetime engineering and future magic will permit achieving, by 
scientific means, most of the promises of religions -- and many 
amazing things that no human religion ever dreamed. Eventually we 
will be able to resurrect the dead by "copying them to the future". 

 

Ben Goertzel and Giulio Prisco, Ten Cosmist Convictions, in Ben Goertzel’s 
A Cosmist Manifesto 

 

Resurrection references: Nikolai Fedorov (Russian Cosmist), Hans 
Moravec, Frank Tipler, Dirk Bruere (The Praxis) 

 

 



Cornerstones of a Cosmist religion 

Mind uploading - someday it will be possible to transfer entire 
personalities from their original biological brain to more durable and 
powerful engineered substrates. 
 
Time-scanning (aka “Quantum Archaeology”) - someday it will be 
possible to acquire very detailed information from the past. Once time-
scanning is available, we will be able to resurrect people from the past 
by “copying them to the future” via mind uploading. 
 
Synthetic realities - someday it will be possible to build artificial realities 
inhabited by sentient life. Perhaps future humans will live in synthetic 
realities. Perhaps we will wake up in a synthetic reality after having been 
copied to the future. Or… perhaps we are already there.  
 
 



A Cosmist Third Way 

The Cosmist Third Way is a Hegelian synthesis of what is good in the old 
and new ways. 
 
It is firmly based on science, and at the same time it offers all the 
important mental devices of religion, including hope in resurrection. 
 
Hoping in an afterlife has survival value for both individuals and 
societies, because it gives people the strength to continue to live 
instead of withdrawing (or worse) in despair.  
 
We hope that the transcendence promised by religions will be realized 
by future science. 
 
Instead of the certainty of blind faith, we have scientific imagination 
and hope. 
 
 
 



It’s highly plausible that in the universe there are God-like creatures 
Richard Dawkins (New York Times interview) 

 
 



It’s highly plausible that in the universe there are God-like creatures 
Richard Dawkins (New York Times interview) 

 
 
Whether we ever get to know about them or not, there are very 
probably alien civilizations that are superhuman, to the point of being 
god-like in ways that exceed anything a theologian could possibly 
imagine. Their technical achievements would seem as supernatural to us 
as ours would seem to a Dark Age peasant transported to the twenty-
first century. Imagine his response to a laptop computer, a mobile 
telephone, a hydrogen bomb or a jumbo jet. As Arthur C. Clarke put it, in 
his Third Law: 'Any sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable 
from magic.‘ 
 
Richard Dawkins (The God Delusion) 



It’s highly plausible that in the universe there are God-like creatures 
Richard Dawkins (New York Times interview) 

 
 
In what sense, then, would the most advanced SETI aliens not be gods? 
In what sense would they be superhuman but not supernatural? In a 
very important sense, which goes to the heart of this book. The crucial 
difference between gods and god-like extraterrestrials lies not in their 
properties but in their provenance. Entities that are complex enough to 
be intelligent are products of an evolutionary process. No matter how 
god-like they may seem when we encounter them, they didn't start that 
way. Science-fiction authors, such as Daniel F. Galouye in Counterfeit 
World, have even suggested (and I cannot think how to disprove it) that 
we live in a computer simulation, set up by some vastly superior 
civilization. But the simulators themselves would have to come from 
somewhere. The laws of probability forbid all notions of their 
spontaneously appearing without simpler antecedents. They probably 
owe their existence to a (perhaps unfamiliar) version of Darwinian 
evolution. Richard Dawkins (The God Delusion) 
 
 



It’s highly plausible that in the universe there are God-like creatures 
Richard Dawkins (New York Times interview) 

 
 
The Black Cloud vividly conveys to us what it would be like to be visited 
by an extraterrestrial being whose intelligence would seem god-like 
from our lowly point of view. Indeed, Hoyle’s imagination far 
outperforms all religions known to me. Would such a super-intelligence 
then actually be a god? An interesting question, perhaps the founding 
question of a new discipline of ‘Scientific Theology’. 
 
The answer, it seems to me, turns not on what the super-intelligence is 
capable of doing, but on its provenance. Alien beings, no matter how 
advanced their intelligence and accomplishments, would presumably 
have evolved by something like the same gradual evolutionary process 
as gave rise to our kind of life. 
 
Richard Dawkins (Afterword, Fred Hoyle’s The Black Cloud) 
 



It doesn't matter if a cat is black or white, so long as it catches mice 
Deng Xiaoping 

 
 
“The answer, it seems to me, turns not on what the super-intelligence is 
capable of doing, but on its provenance.” I Disagree.  
 
The answer, it seems to me, turns not on the super-intelligence’s 
provenance, but on what it is capable of doing. 
 
It doesn’t matter where it comes from (why should it?), so long as it 
can resurrect us. 
 
Perhaps our descendants will become natural Gods, and achieve, by 
scientific means, most of the promises of religions, and resurrect the 
dead from the past by copying them to the future. 
 
The difference between this “Cosmist Third Way” and traditional belief 
systems is all in the words “natural” and “perhaps.” 



The simulation theory is indistinguishable from religion  

 
 

Our reality is computed 
(created) by superior beings 
in a higher reality. 
 
The creators are omniscient, 
omnipresent, and 
omnipotent. 
 
They cannot violate their 
physical laws, but they can 
violate our physical laws 
(miracles). 
 
They can, if they want, copy 
and resurrect us. 



Belief creates the actual fact 
William James 

 
 

While Cosmism lacks the superstitions of conventional religions, it shares with many of 
them an emphasis on the power of positive thinking and feeling.  When you truly want 
something, and believe it’s possible, quite often you find ways of making it happen. 
(Ben Goertzel, A Cosmist Manifesto) 

 
 

I am persuaded that my Cosmist convictions are scientifically plausible, and they give 
me happiness and drive, so I choose to hold them as beliefs. 



There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, 
Than are dreamt of in your philosophy 

William Shakespeare 

 
 

Perhaps each space-time pixel is connected to every other space-time 
pixel via extra-dimensional connections (e.g. micro wormholes). 



There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, 
Than are dreamt of in your philosophy 

William Shakespeare 

 
 

What the Bleep Do We Know!? 
Nobody understands quantum mechanics - Richard Feynman 

Quantum weirdness 
 
 



There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, 
Than are dreamt of in your philosophy 

William Shakespeare 

 
 

Quantum entanglement in space and time 
 
 

Entanglement implies an “instant” correlation between measurements, even if they are out of 
each other’s light cone (this has been experimentally verified since 1982).  



There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, 
Than are dreamt of in your philosophy 

William Shakespeare 

 
 

Are separate things different aspects of the same thing? (David Bohm) 
 
 



It may be that our role on this planet is not to worship God, but to 
create him 

Arthur C. Clarke 

 
 
aaa 
 
 



In conclusion: You can believe if you want  

 
 

I believe that in the universe there may be Gods, and I hope to be 
reunited with loved ones in an afterlife 

 
 

And I believe that we are all brothers in the Cosmic Jesus 


